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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to 06/10/2008 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 5,6,8,19-20, and 24-35 and 37-41 (please rearrange claims 1-22) . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) DAN b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 5, 6, 8, 1 9, 20, 24-35, and 37-41 are allowed. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Ningning Xu on 06/24/2008. 

Please replace all the claims as attached: 
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5. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 27 wherein a 
particular device is assigned to multiple groups. 

6. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 25 wherein the 
one or more event handling policies identify the event data that are subscribed by 
the plurality of event consumers. 

7. (Cancelled). 

8. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 25 wherein the 
method is implemented by a management module. 

9-18. (Cancelled). 

19. (Currently amended) One or more compute r - r e adab le storage media as 
recited in claim 31 wherein a particular device is assigned to multiple groups of 
devices. 
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20. (Currently amended) One or more compute r r e adab le storage media as 
recited in claim 30 wherein the one or more event-handling policies further 
identify the event data that are subscribed by the plurality of event consumers. 

21-23. (Cancelled). 

24. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in Claim 28, wherein the 
event log further comprises a version of an operating system, a location in a 
geographic region, a configuration of the system, presence of a particular 
hardware item, or capacity of a particular hardware item. 

25. (Currently amended) A method of providing a centralized collection and 
event data handling mechanism in a Window Management Instrumentation 
(WMI) environment, the method comprising: 

receiving all event data generated and represented in a common event data 
format by a plurality of event providers comprising at least a first and a second 
event provider in a network, the first and second event providers being different 
from each other, the plurality of event providers comprising components and 
applications of different types in the network; 

determining, in accordance with one or more event handling policies, which of a 
plurality of event consumers handle the received event data, the plurality of event 
consumers comprising at least a first and a second event consumer, the first and 
second event consumers being different from each other, the plurality of event 
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consumers comprising components and applications of different types in the 
network; and 

sending the event data to the plurality of event consumers for direct handling by 
the plurality of event consumers without altering the common event data format 
in which the event data is represented; 
wherein: 

the WMI is an implementation of Web-Based Enterprise Management 
(WBEM) that provides uniform access to management information 
throughout an enterprise; 

an extensible common information model (CIM) is utilized to encapsulate 
managed objects, the managed objects comprising each of the plurality of 
event providers and each of the plurality of event consumers in the WMI 
environment; 

the CIM is defined by a Managed Object Format (MOF) language as an 
extensible data model for representing the managed objects in the WMI 
environment and the CIM is implemented by one or more WMI classes; 
and 

the common event data format is implemented by the one or more WMI 
classes to encapsulate all event data from the managed objects. 



26. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 25, further 
comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 09/875,798 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2154 

creating the one or more event handling policies at least in part on the basis of a 
plurality of inquiries subscribing the event data from the plurality of event 
consumers. 

27. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 25, further 
comprising: 

assigning a plurality of devices to a group, the assigned devices each having a 
common state as other devices in the group; and 

assigning one or more event handling policies to the group, wherein the assigned 
policies are associated with each of the devices in the group. 

28. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 25, further 
comprising: 

creating an event log, the event log comprising one or more event handling 
policy. 

29. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 26, wherein the 
creating comprises merging a plurality of event handling policies to a single 
combined event handling policy. 

30. (Currently amended) One or more compute r r e adab le storage media 
having stored thereon a computer program that, when executed by one or more 
processors, performs a process of providing a centralized collection and event 
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data handling mechanism in a Window Management Instrumentation (WMI) 
environment, the process comprising: 

receiving all event data generated and represented in a common event data 
format by a plurality of event providers comprising at least a first and a second 
event provider in a network, the first and second event providers being different 
from each other, the plurality of event providers comprising components and 
applications of different types in the network; 

determining, in accordance with one or more event handling policies, which of a 
plurality of event consumers handle the received event data, the plurality of event 
consumers comprising at least a first and a second event consumer, the first and 
second event consumers being different from each other, the plurality of event 
consumers comprising components and applications of different types in the 
network; and 

sending the event data to the plurality of event consumers for direct handling by 
the plurality of event consumers without altering the common event data format 
in which the event data is represented; 
wherein: 

the WMI is an implementation of Web-Based Enterprise Management 
(WBEM) that provides uniform access to management information 
throughout an enterprise; 

an extensible common information model (CIM) is utilized to encapsulate 
managed objects, the managed objects comprising each of the plurality of 
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event providers and each of the plurality of event consumers in the WMI 
environment; 

the CIM is defined by a Managed Object Format (MOF) language as an 
extensible data model for representing the managed objects in the WMI 
environment and the CIM is implemented by one or more WMI classes; 
and 

the common event data format is implemented by the one or more WMI 
classes to encapsulate all event data from the managed objects. 

31 . (Currently amended) One or more compute r r e adab le storage media as 
recited in claim 30, further comprising the process of: 

assigning a plurality of devices to a group, the assigned devices each having a 
common state as other devices in the group; and 

assigning one or more event handling policies to the group, wherein the assigned 
policies are associated with each of the devices in the group. 

32. (Currently amended) One or more compute r r e adab le storage media as 
recited in claim 30, further comprising the process of: 

creating the one or more event handling policies at least in part on the basis of a 
plurality of inquiries subscribing the event data from the plurality of event 
consumers. 
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33. (Currently amended) One or more compute r readab l e storage media as 
recited in claim 30, further comprising the process of: 

creating an event log associated with the group, the event log comprising one or 
more event handling policies. 

34. (Currently amended) A system of collecting and handling event data in a 
centralized mechanism in a Windows Management Instrumentation (WMI) 
environment, the system comprising: 

one or more processors; 

memory communicated with the one or more processors; and 

one or more data stores having stored thereon a management module, when 

executed by the one or more processors, performing a process comprising: 

receiving all event data generated and represented in a common 
event data format by a plurality of event providers comprising at least a first and 
a second event provider in a network, the first and second event providers being 
different from each other, the plurality of event providers comprising components 
and applications of different types in the network; 

determining a meta-policy from a plurality of WMI policies as to 
which one or more event consumers handle the received event data, the 
determining comprising: 

associating each of the plurality of WMI policies with at least 
one of the one or more event consumers, wherein each of the plurality of 
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WMI policies includes information known to the one of the one or more 
event consumers; and 

creating a meta-policy to control applying the plurality of 
WMI policies to the one of the one or more event consumers, wherein the 
meta-policy is configured to control the applying by preventing the 
applying while checking the plurality of WMI policies for conflicts; and 
sending the event data to the one or more event consumers for 
direct handling by the plurality of event consumers without altering the common 
event data format in which the event data is represented based on the meta- 
policy; 
wherein: 

the WMI is an implementation of Web-Based Enterprise 
Management (WBEM) that provides uniform access to management information 
throughout an enterprise; 

an extensible common information model (CIM) is utilized to 
encapsulate managed objects, the managed objects comprising each of the 
plurality of event providers and the one or more event consumers in the WMI 
environment; 

the CIM is defined by a Managed Object Format (MOF) language 
as an extensible data model for representing the managed objects in the WMI 
environment and the CIM is implemented by one or more WMI classes; and 

the common event data format is implemented by the one or more 
WMI classes to encapsulate all event data from the managed objects. 



Application/Control Number: 09/875,798 
Art Unit: 2154 



Page 1 1 



35. (Previously Presented) A system as recited in claim 34, further 
comprising a plurality of devices, the devices being coupled to the management 
module. 

36. (Cancelled). 

37. (Previously Presented) A system as recited in claim 35, wherein the 
plurality of devices are assigned to a group, and the meta-policy is assigned to 
the group. 

38. (Previously Presented) A system as recited in claim 37, wherein the 
meta-policy assigned to the group is associated with each of the plurality of 
devices in the group. 

39. (Previously Presented) A system as reciting to claim 34, wherein the 
meta-policy is created by merging the plurality of WMI policies. 

40. (Previously Presented) A system as recited in claim 34, further 
comprising: a database configured to store the event data, the database being 
coupled to the management module. 
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41. (Previously Presented) A system as recited in claim 34, further 
comprising: an event log configured to administrate the one or more event 
handling policies, the event log being coupled to the management module. 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to MOHAMMAD A. SIDDIQI whose telephone 
number is (571)272-3976. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - 
Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MAS 

/Nathan J. Flynn/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2154 



